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FOLLOWING MESSAGE BOMBAY 2044 DATED 13 AUG 75 RECEIVED NEW DELHI 
BEING REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION 

QUOTE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRGIN 

SUBJ: URANIUM FOR TARAPUR 

REF BOMBAY 2029 

1 . HAVE lUST RECEIVED NUMBERED LETTER DATED 12 AUGUST FROM 
lAEC CHAIRMAN SETHNA IN FOLLOW UP TO OUR CONVERSATION OF AUG 12 
ON SHIPMENT OE ENRICHED URANIUM FOR TARAPUR. TEXT 
RELEVANT PORTIONS EOLLOWS: 

"THIS REEERS TO OUR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION REGARDING 
SHIPMENT OF ENRICHED URANIUM FOR THE TARAPUR STATION. 

"2. AN APPLICATION WAS MADE TO THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION ON OUR BEHALE BY OUR U.S. AGENTS M/S EDLOW 
INTERNATIONAL CO., ON MARCH 4, 1975, EOR AN EXPORT LICENCE 
COVERING 298.461 KG. U-235 CONTAINED IN 12250.95 KG.U 
WITH MAXIMUM ENRICHMENT OF 2.71 PERCENT. IN THE MEANWHILE, 

OUR AGENTS HAD WITHDRAWN ABOUT 1 1314 KG. OF U OF 2.66 PERCENT 
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CONTAINING THE ABOVE QUANTITY HAVE BEEN READY FOR SHIPMENT SINCE 
THEN; THE BALANCE QUANTITY WOULD BE WITHDRAWN SHORTLY. 

''3. 1 UNDERSTAND THAT SO FAR NO SHIPMENT HAS BEEN EEFECTED DUE TO 
THE EACT THAT THE U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE NOT GIVEN THEIR 
CLEARANCES EVEN THOUGH THE NRC, I.E., THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION HAS EORWARDED IT TO THEM IN APRIL 1975. 

"4. IT MAY BE THAT THERE IS SOME PROBLEM OF OVERALL PER- 
EORMANCE OF THE FUEL. AS YOU ARE AWARE, THE EUEL IN THE TARAPUR 
REACTORS HAS PERFORMED VERY POORLY AND INSTEAD OE GETTING THE 
NORMAL BURN-UP OP SOME 20,000 MW DAYS PER TONNE OF URANIUM, 

WE ARE GETTING IN MANY CASES AS LOW A PIGURE AS 4,000 MW DAYS 
PER TONNE. THE FUEL LEAKS AND HAS TO BE REMOVED PROM THE 
REACTOR POR CONSIDERATIONS OP RADIOLOGICAL SAPETY. 

"5. AS SUCH, I WOULD SUGGEST THAT IN CASE THIS IS THE 
PROBLEM, THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION AND THE 
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY WITH OR WITHOUT IAEA 
INSPECTOR/INSPECTORS COULD COME DOWN AND EXAMINE THE FUEL 
POSITION THEMSELVES. 

"6. I HAD ALSO MENTIONED TO YOU THAT WE HAVE JUST HEARD PROM 
OUR EXTERNAL APFAIRS MINISTRY THAT THE LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE OP 
"NUCLEONICS WEEK" IS PUTTING OUT A STORY THAT INDIA HAS BUILT 
A REPROCESSING PLANT AT TARAPUR TO PROCESS EUEL FROM 
TARAPUR BUT WOULD NOT PERMIT THE PRESENCE OP EITHER THE IAEA 
OR U.S. INSPECTORS. THIS IS TOTALLY A FALSE AND MISCHIEVOUS 
STATEMENT. WE HAVE AN AGREEMENT WHICH WE WILL HONOUR AND FOR WHICH 
WE HAVE BENT BACKWARDS IN SO PAR AS THE IAEA IS CONCERNED, 

E G. SPECIAL HULL MONITORING DEVICE ETC., WHICH HAS 
UNPORTUNATELY NOT AMOUNTED TO ANYTHING AS THE IAEA IS OP THE 
OPINION THAT SUCH A SYSTEM, ORIGINALLY SUGGESTED BY THEM, 

WOULD NOT WORK. 

"7. 1 AM ALSO ENCLOSING HEREWITH A COPY OP THE OPFICIAL 
STATEMENT OF OUR AMBASSADOR AT THE DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE 
AT GENEVA. YOU CAN SEE POR YOURSELP THE DISTORTION WHICH 
HAS OCCURRED IN THE PRESS". 

BANE 
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